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American Pain Society

The American Pain Society is a multidisciplinary community that brings 
together a diverse group of scientists, clinicians and other professionals 
to increase the knowledge of pain and transform public policy and clinical 
practice to reduce pain-related suffering.



APS is the only professional 
organization 
whose primary goal is the 
promotion of pain science 
in this country.
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AMERICAN PAIN SOCIETY

R
ES

EA
R

C
H

ED
U

C
AT

IO
N

TR
EA

TM
EN

T

A
D

VO
C

A
C

Y
FI

N
AN

C
E

M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP

G
O

VE
R

N
AN

C
E

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
AT

IO
N

S



Education

APS will be the primary educational source for the 
acquisition and dissemination of the latest 
scientifically based information on pain and its 
interdisciplinary treatment.

APS Board Education Chairs

Gary Walco PhD
Seattle Children’s 
Hospital Barb Rakel RN, PhD

University of Iowa
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Michael Gold, PhD 
Scientific Program Chair 

University of Pittsburgh



Portal to the Global World of Pain

Michael Gold, PhD 
Scientific Program Chair 

University of PittsburghSpring Pain 2017
May 16 and 17

48 presentations of original, 
not-yet-published research 
being conducted in the 
basic and clinical sciences



Portal to the Global World of Pain

Michael Gold, PhD 
Scientific Program Chair 

University of Pittsburgh

APS Conference 
on Analgesic Trials

May 17

Expert panelists from regulatory bodies,
Industry, and academia discuss the
Latest thinking on increasing the 
Reliability and accuracy of 
Analgesic trials

Organized by Neil Singla MD
and the Clinical Trials SIG



–16th consecutive year

–Totally redesigned to provide a foundation for early 
career pain scientists and clinicians with a 
translational focus

–Fostering new levels of multidisciplinary 
integration in the care and treatment of the patient 
in pain

Charles Argoff, MD
Course Director





Early Career Scientist Programs



2017 Early Career Efforts

Early Career Forum – (4th annual)
– Faculty Mentoring Event
– Mock Study Sections
– NIH Grant Workshop
– Sounding Board: input on research ideas from 

clinical, basic and translational science senior 
faculty and peers



Mark Jensen, PhD
Editor www.AmericanPainSociety.org

http://www.americanpainsociety.org/


Treatment

The prevention and treatment of pain will be 
improved in diverse clinical settings by 
applying APS standards of cost-effective, 
interdisciplinary, evidence-based care.

Mark Wallace, MD      
APS Board Clinical Chair

University of California San Diego



APS Clinical Guidelines Program







Research
NIH and other funders will recognize pain as a 
distinct and high priority health care problem 
deserving increased resources for research.

APS Board Research Chairs

Ted Price, PhD 
University of Texas at Dallas

Rob Edwards, PhD
Brigham & Women’s Hospital



American Pain Society Grant Programs
(a tradition for more than 3 decades)  

• Future Leaders in Pain 
• Rita Allen Foundation Award
• Young Investigators Travel Award 

Program



Future Leaders in Pain Research 
Grants

Since 2005…
- 43 recipients
- 897 publications
- 82 NIH Grants totaling $58.5 M

The call for applications for the 
2017 Future Leaders in Pain 
Research Grant Program opens 
June 12, 2017



2016 Future Leaders in Pain 
Research 

Grant Recipient 

Anna Taylor, PhD
The Regents of the 

University of California
Los Angeles, CA

Revealing a brain-gut 
microbiome connection 
following chronic opioid 

treatment



2016 Future Leaders in Pain 
Research 

Grant Recipient 

Melanie Noel, PhD
The University of Calgary

Calgary, Alberta, CA

The sociolinguistic context 
of pain memory 

development in young 
children



Thanks to the Mayday Fund
for supporting the 

Future Leaders in Pain Research Grants!

The Mayday Fund generously funded grants in 
the amount of $25,000 for 2016, 2017, and 2018.



Thanks to the Rita Allen Foundation

for supporting the 
Future Leaders in Pain Research Grants!

The Rita Allen Foundation is supporting a Future 
Leaders in Pain Research Grant in honor of 

Dr. Kathleen Foley for 2016 and 2017.



Rita Allen Foundation Awards in Pain

• Since 2009…
• Partnership between the Rita Allen 

Foundation (RAF) and the APS 
• Funding for two $50,000 grants annually 

for a period of up to 3 years 

Applications for the 2018 
funding cycle open 
early in September, 2017



2017 Rita Allen Foundation Award in 
Pain Recipients 

Arkdady Khoutorsky, DVM PhD
McGill University
Montreal, QC
Extracellular matrix-mediated spinal cord 
plasticity in neuropathic pain 

Kyle Baumbauer, PhD
University of Connecticut
Storrs, CT
Targeting ASIC3 for disruption of nociceptor 
sensitization following spinal cord injury



2017 Young Investigators Travel 
Awards

• 5R13AT009161-02
• 60 trainees presented their research during 

designated poster sessions
• Funding for the 2017 program supported by:

– The National Center for Complementary and 
Integrative Health (NCCIH)

– The National Cancer Institute (NCI)
– The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)

https://public.era.nih.gov/grantfolder/piAppDetails/genericStatus.do?encryptedParam=w-IPmLXKq3Y.RSVyXJo-Xy08Jv0emlk1NHo45ACvXJb0mv6QQtgM_78.




Implementing the National Pain Strategy in an Era of 
Accountable Care:  Improving Chronic Pain Care in America

• APS & Pfizer Independent Grants for Learning & Change
• $2,000,000 available for projects
• Released – April 12, 2016
• LOI’s due – June 13, 2016 (received close to 100)
• Full proposals due – September 12, 2016 (invited 18)
• Three Awards Announced – May 11, 2017



Congratulations to the APS & Pfizer 
IGLC Grant Recipients!



Advocacy

APS will effectively influence the evolution of public and 
private regulations, policies and practices in a manner that 
supports the development of optimal research, education, 
and interdisciplinary treatment of pain for all people.

APS Board Advocacy Chairs

Edward Michna, JD MD
Brigham & Women’s Hospital

Robert Coghill PhD
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital





2016 Administrative Domains
APS Board Membership Chairs

Claudia Campbell PhD
Johns Hopkins University

Barb St. Marie, PhD, ANP, GNP
University of Iowa



2016 Administrative Domains

Governance
David Williams, PhD
APS President
University of Michigan

Communications
Patrick Dougherty, PhD            
APS Secretary
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Finance
Jennifer 
Haythornthwaite, PhD
APS Treasurer
Johns Hopkins University



Tonya Palermo PhD
2018 Annual Scientific Meeting

Scientific Program Chair
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